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Facts	
  and	
  figures

èCreated in	
  2007

èLocation:	
  Brussels,	
  Belgium

èBudget:	
  over	
  €13	
  billion	
  (2014-­‐2020),	
  entirely	
  funded	
  by	
  Horizon	
  2020,	
  the	
  EU	
  
programme for	
  Research	
  and	
  Innovation	
  

èBudget	
  2017:	
  around	
  €	
  1.8	
  billion	
  

Source-­‐ ERC	
  A	
  success Story and https://erc.europa.eu/node/1349
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ERC	
  – General	
  Features

è Research must be conducted in a public or private research organization (Host
Institution/HI) located in one of the EU Member States or Associate Countries

è Research teams are headed by a single Principal Investigator (PI) + additional team
members (6 members average) -­‐ it is neither a network, nor a 'research
consortium'

è Portability: It is expected that the PI establishes and concludes the funded
research project in association with the original host. However, the ERC grants
allow PIs to transfer their projects from one host to another in the course of the
project.

è The	
  PI	
  may	
  be	
  of	
  any	
  age	
  and	
  nationality	
  and	
  may	
  reside	
  in	
  any	
  country	
  in	
  the	
  
world	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of the application
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è interdisciplinary nature which cross the boundaries between different

fields of research

è Pioneering , addressing new and emerging fields of research

è introducing unconventional, innovative approaches and scientific

inventions

ERC	
  – Expected Features of	
  the proposals

In	
  Any	
  field	
  of	
  research!



6

èhigh-­‐gain/high-­‐risk

è ground-­‐breaking nature of the research project

èAmbition

è feasibility of the outlined scientific approach

ERC	
  – Expected Features of	
  the proposals
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Starting	
  Grants
are	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  excellent	
  
Principal	
  Investigators	
  at	
  the	
  career	
  
stage	
  at	
  which	
  they	
  are	
  starting	
  
their	
  own	
  independent	
  research	
  

team	
  or	
  programme.

(2-­‐7	
  years	
  after	
  PhD
prior	
  to	
  1	
  January	
  2018

Cut-­‐off	
  dates:
PhD	
  awarded	
  from	
  1	
  January	
  2011	
  

to

31	
  December	
  2015	
  (inclusive))	
  

Advanced	
  Grants
designed	
  to	
  support	
  excellent	
  
Principal	
  Investigators	
  at	
  the	
  
career	
  stage	
  at	
  which	
  they	
  are	
  
already	
  established	
  research	
  
leaders	
  with	
  a	
  recognised

track-­‐record	
  of	
  
significant	
  research	
  
achievements	
  in	
  
the	
  last	
  10	
  years

Consolidator	
  Grants
(7-­‐12	
  years	
  after	
  PhD

prior	
  to	
  1	
  January	
  2018
Cut-­‐off	
  dates:

PhD	
  awarded	
  from	
  1	
  January	
  2006

to	
  31	
  December	
  2010	
  (inclusive))	
  

ERC	
  – 5	
  types of	
  grants /	
  applicants

Proof-­‐of-­‐Concept bridging	
  gap	
  between	
  research	
  – earliest	
  stage	
  of	
  marketable	
  
innovation	
  up	
  to	
  €150,000	
  for	
  ERC	
  grant	
  holders

Synergy	
  Grants– enable	
  2-­‐ 4	
  PI’s	
  (	
  competitive	
  track	
  records	
  as	
  appropriate	
  to	
  their	
  career	
  
stage)	
  and	
  their	
  teams	
  to	
  bring	
  together	
  complementary	
  skills,	
  knowledge,	
  and	
  resources	
  
in	
  new	
  ways,	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  jointly	
  address	
  ambitious	
  research	
  problems.	
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ERC	
  – StG – PI	
  Profile &	
  Early achievements track record

èat least one important publication as main author or without the 
participation of their PhD supervisor

èUp to five publications in major international peer-reviewed multi-
disciplinary scientific journals and/or in the leading international peer-
reviewed journals, peer-reviewed conferences proceedings and/or 
monographs of their respective research fields;

èResearch monographs and any translations thereof;

èGranted patent(s);

è Invited presentations to internationally established conferences and/or 
international advanced schools;

èPrizes/ Awards/ Academy memberships.
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ERC	
  – StG

Time	
  allocated to	
  the
Project

• expected	
  to	
  spend	
  a	
  
minimum	
  50%	
  of	
  total	
  
working	
  time	
  on	
  the	
  ERC	
  
project	
  and	
  a	
  minimum	
  
of	
  50%	
  of	
  their	
  total	
  
working	
  time	
  in	
  an	
  EU	
  
Member	
  State	
  or	
  
Associated	
  Country	
  

Budget	
  and Duration

• up	
  to	
  a	
  maximum	
  of	
  
EUR	
  1	
  500	
  000	
  for	
  a	
  
period	
  of	
  5	
  years

• Possibility	
  of	
  
additional	
  EUR	
  500	
  
000	
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ERC	
  CoG– PI	
  Profile &	
  Early achievements track record

è several important publications as main author or without the 
participation of their PhD supervisor.

èUp to five publications in major international peer-reviewed multi-
disciplinary scientific journals and/or in the leading international peer-
reviewed journals, peer-reviewed conferences proceedings and/or 
monographs of their respective research fields;

èResearch monographs and any translations thereof;

èGranted patent(s);

è Invited presentations to internationally established conferences and/or 
international advanced schools;

èPrizes/ Awards/ Academy memberships.
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ERC	
  – CoG

Time	
  allocated to	
  the
Project

• expected	
  to	
  spend	
  a	
  
minimum	
  40%	
  of	
  total	
  
working	
  time	
  on	
  the	
  ERC	
  
project	
  and	
  a	
  minimum	
  
of	
  50%	
  of	
  their	
  total	
  
working	
  time	
  in	
  an	
  EU	
  
Member	
  State	
  or	
  
Associated	
  Country	
  	
  

Budget	
  and Duration

• up	
  to	
  a	
  maximum	
  of	
  
EUR	
  1	
  500	
  000	
  for	
  a	
  
period	
  of	
  5	
  years

• Possibility	
  of	
  
additional	
  EUR	
  500	
  
000	
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ERC	
  – Advanced Grants – Profile /Recognised Track	
  Record	
  

one or more of the following

è10 publications as main author 
è3 major research monographs, of which at least one is translated into another language

è5 granted patents
è10 invited presentations;
è3 research expeditions;
è3 well-established international conferences or congresses;
è scientific or artistic prizes/awards or membership in well-regarded 

Academies or artefact with documented use;
èMajor	
  contributions	
  to	
  launching the careers of outstanding researchers;
è Recognised leadership in industrial innovation

No	
  PhD needed!
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ERC	
  – Advanced Grants

Time	
  allocated to	
  the
Project

• shall	
  spend	
  a	
  minimum	
  
of	
  50%	
  of	
  their	
  total	
  
working	
  time	
  in	
  an	
  EU	
  
Member	
  State	
  or	
  
Associated	
  Country	
  and	
  a	
  
minimum	
  of	
  30%	
  of	
  their	
  
total	
  working	
  time	
  on	
  the	
  
ERC	
  project	
  

Budget	
  and Duration

•up to a maximum 
of EUR 2 500 
000 for a period 
of 5 year

•Possibility of 
additional EUR 
1 000 000
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ERC	
  – Synergy Grants -­‐ Profile

èGroups applying for the ERC Synergy Grant must be made up of a minimum of two and a
maximum of four Principal Investigators and, as necessary, their teams.

èOne of the Principal Investigators must be designated as the Corresponding Principal
Investigator.

è Applications are expected from a group of innovative and active Principal Investigators
with competitive track records as appropriate to their career stage and each must present
as part of the proposal an early achievement track-­‐record or a 10-­‐year track-­‐record
whichever is most appropriate for their career stage).
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ERC	
  – Synergy Grants

Time	
  allocated to	
  the
Project

• spend	
  a	
  minimum	
  of	
  50%	
  
of	
  their	
  total	
  working	
  time	
  
in	
  an	
  EU	
  Member	
  State	
  or	
  
Associated	
  Country	
  and	
  a	
  
minimum	
  of	
  30%	
  of	
  their	
  
total	
  working	
  time	
  on	
  the	
  
ERC	
  project

Budget	
  and Duration

• up to a maximum of EUR 
10 000 000 for a period 
of 6 years30.

• up to an additional EUR 
4 000 000 in total can be 
requested
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ERC	
  – Proposal

è Administrative	
  Proposal	
  Submission	
  form
Information	
  on	
  PI,	
  host	
  institution,	
  budget
including	
  Ethics	
  Review	
  Table
Filled	
  on	
  line

è The	
  Research	
  Proposal,	
  Parts	
  B1	
  and	
  B2
uploaded	
  and	
  submitted	
  PDF	
  files
The	
  minimum	
  font	
  size	
  allowed	
  is	
  11	
  points.	
  The	
  page	
  size	
  is	
  A4	
  (with	
  single	
  line	
  spacing).	
  Side	
  
margins	
  should	
  be	
  at	
  least	
  20	
  mm	
  and	
  the	
  bottom	
  and	
  top	
  margins	
  at	
  least	
  15	
  mm

è Host	
  Institution	
  Binding	
  Statement	
  of	
  Support

è Ethics	
  review	
  self-­‐assessment	
  (if	
  applicable) and	
  supporting	
  documentation
registration to Participant Portal needed! 

( Submission by the PI)
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ERC	
  – Proposal – Part B1

èExtended Synopsis: max. 5 pages
references do	
  not count towards the page limits
Concise description of	
  the scientific proposal;	
  needs to	
  show	
  the ground-­‐

breaking nature of	
  the research	
  project and its feasibility

èCurriculum Vitae: max. 2 pages

è Funding ID: no page limits

èTrack Record: max. 2 pages
Publications,	
  prizes,	
  awards,	
  contributions to	
  other’s careers,	
  invited talks…

Showcase the innovative methodology and theory, the main question and 
research Questions

Show the components of the programme and how they contribute to the 
whole
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ERC	
  – Proposal – Part B2

è Scientific	
  Proposal:	
  max.	
  15	
  pages
references	
  do	
  not	
  count	
  towards	
  the	
  page	
  limit

• State	
  of	
  the	
  art	
  and	
  objectives
• Methodology
• Resources	
  (	
  including	
  project	
  costs)
• Ethics	
  submitted	
  as	
  annex

Position the research programme in the field, state of art
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ERC	
  	
  – Evaluation -­‐ Panels
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https://erc.europa.eu/document-­‐category/evaluation-­‐panels

è PI	
  chooses	
  one	
  panel
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ERC	
  	
  – Evaluation -­‐ Criteria
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ERC	
  	
  – Evaluation -­‐Process

Source-­‐ GGPQ,	
  info session Aveiro	
  21/07/2016

=	
  Restrictions!
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ERC	
  – Evaluation -­‐ Process

Source-­‐ GGPQ,	
  info session Aveiro	
  21/07/2016

=	
  Restrictions!

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/ERC-­‐2016-­‐AdG-­‐results-­‐sh.pdf
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ERC	
  	
  – Evaluation -­‐ Scoring
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ERC	
  Restrictions to	
  submission

Source-­‐ Information	
  for	
  Applicants	
  to	
  the	
  Starting	
  and	
  Consolidator	
  Grant	
  2018	
  Calls

NOTE:	
  these	
  restrictions	
  are	
  not	
  to	
  be	
  applied	
  to	
  Synergy	
  Grant	
  Call	
  2018;	
  any	
  researcher	
  can	
  apply	
  to	
  Synergy	
  call	
  under	
  ERC	
  Work	
  
Programme 2018	
  regardless	
  of	
  their	
  outcome	
  of	
  any	
  application	
  made	
  under	
  the	
  Work	
  Programmes 2016	
  and	
  2017.	
  Please	
  note	
  that	
  
this	
  does	
  not	
  preclude	
  other	
  restrictions	
  listed	
  in	
  the	
  ERC	
  WP	
  2018	
  that	
  might	
  be	
  applicable	
  also	
  to	
  Synergy	
  Grant	
  call	
  2018	
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ERC	
  – Reasons for	
  rejection
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ERC	
  – Useful Links	
  and Documents

European Research	
  Council (ERC)
http://erc.europa.eu

To	
  subscribe	
  to	
  ERC	
  newsletter	
  and	
  news	
  alerts
http://erc.europa.eu/keep-­‐updated-­‐erc

Participant Portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html

https://vimeo.com/117398570
https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/Info_for_Applicants_StG-­‐CoG-­‐
2018_draft_19072017_pre-­‐publication.pdf

Disclaimer – This presentation is intended to	
  give an overview of	
  the available funding	
  opportunities and how to	
  apply for	
  it .	
  It is
not necessarily comphreensive.	
  Please read the supporting documents provided by ERC	
  at each call.	
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Thank You &	
  Contact Us!!!
Vice-­Rector for  Research  and Doctoral School

Prof.  Dr.  José  Fernando  Mendes -­ jfmendes@ua.pt

Luísa  Fernandes  Sal -­ luisa.fernandes@ua.pt
Phone:  (+351)  234370848,  ext.  52113
Fax:  (+351)  234370089

Tatiana  Lima  Costa -­ tatiana.costa@ua.pt
Phone:  (+351)  234247190,  ext.  22016
Fax:  (+351)  234370089

Vera  Fernandes  -­ verafernandes@ua.pt
Phone:  (+351)  234401571,  ext.  22098
Fax:  (+351)  234370089
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