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Workshop: Ethics in Research 
Kamila Pacovska, Centre for Ethics, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Pardubice 
 
Research and its connection to contemporary research practices 
1) debate about the main aim of research and science: discovery of truth 
2) evaluation of researchers‘ work on the basis of publications and grant projects  
 
The session aims at discussing the basic general questions concerning research and its connection to contemporary research practices. We start first by 
considering the main aim of research and science broadly conceived: discovery of truth. We then go on considering the ways in which discovery of truth is 
institutionalized in contemporary society at universities and research institutions and the ways in which paid researcher’s work is evaluated. Such evaluation 
recently reduced to two items that will be discussed in the second part of the session: publications and grant projects. Important part of the discovery of truth is 
to make it public, that is, available to everyone who can learn from it and build on it, but also critically assess it. We will consider the role of publications in the 
assessment of research quality and mechanisms employed for that aim (peer review, citation indexes) – are we going to “publish or perish”? The emphasis on 
fair competition applied by research journals has been recently adopted for distributing research funding: grant competitions should ensure only the best research 
is conducted. We will discuss the pros and cons of this managerial system and consider its threats to independent research. 
 
 
RIETER CZ 
https://www.rieter.com/ 
 
Rieter is the world’s leading supplier of systems for short-staple fiber spinning. 


