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MISSION 
To stimulate, facilitate and reinforce UA participation 
in (European) Research Programmes and Activities.

To inform > dissemination of relevant, reliable and timely 

information

To explore > identification of opportunities which may offer 

new possibilities for UA and its researchers

To facilitate > support the researchers in the preparation of 

project proposals and in the implementation 

of research projects

About Research Support Office



Our Support

• Administrative support - general information on opportunities, official documents, 

signatures

• Advanced support - editing, reviewing, writing (of specific parts!) of the proposals 

(coherence, ideas, linguistic style, clarity of the text, alignment and framing with calls, 

team etc)

• Clarifications and articulation with management authorities

• Networking and Partner Search

• Review and validation of budgets (MANDATORY !!!)

• Strategic Counseling

• Verification of eligibility; conditions of participation
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Frontier Research 
by the best

individual teams 

Horizon 2020
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Facts and figures

Source- ERC A success Story and https://erc.europa.eu/node/1349
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Beyond Horizon 2020 – Horizon Europe (2021-2027)  (94B€)

The ERC in Horizon Europe, Th.Papazoglou,HoU ERCEA/A1, http://www.gsrt.gr/News/Files/New91784/Presentation_PAPAZOGLOU_WORKING%20MEETING_HFRI_ERC_27.6.2018.pdf 

16,6 B€
(vs 13 B€, 2014-

2020)
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Why to apply? (1) 

 ERC offers independence, recognition & visibility

 to work on a research topic of own choice , with a team of own choice

('bottom-up')

 to gain true financial autonomy for 5 years (6 for Syn)

 to negotiate with the host institution the best conditions of work

 to attract top team members (EU and non-EU) and collaborators

 to attract additional funding and gain recognition- ERC is a quality label

 Independence and freedom of research is fundamental



9Source : My ERC Experience, Danupon Nanongkai, Assistant Professor Theoretical , Computer Science Group, KTH Royal Institute of
Technology,Sweden, ERC Starting Grant 2017; https://cdn1.euraxess.org/sites/default/files/news/erc_dr_danupon.pdf

Why to apply? (2) 
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General Features

 Research must be conducted in a public or private research organization (Host
Institution/HI) located in one of the EU Member States or Associate Countries

 Research teams are headed by a single Principal Investigator (PI) + additional team
members (6 members average) - it is neither a network, nor a 'research
consortium'

 Portability: It is expected that the PI establishes and concludes the funded
research project in association with the original host. However, the ERC grants
allow PIs to transfer their projects from one host to another in the course of the
project.

 The PI may be of any age and nationality and may reside in any country in the 
world at the time of the application
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• Past History (Doctoral/Postdoctoral/Pi)  

• When is the right time to apply?

• Institution/Support

• Confidence/Believing

The candidate
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 interdisciplinary nature which cross the boundaries between different

fields of research

 Pioneering , addressing new and emerging fields of research

 introducing unconventional, innovative approaches and scientific

inventions

The proposal/project (1)

In Any field of research!
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• The idea

• Novelty

• Importance

• Feasibility

• Am I the right person to ask (and answer!) this 
question?

• Am I the best person to ask ( and answer) this 
question?

The proposal/project (2)

Key Words:
High-gain/high-risk
Groundbreaking nature
Ambition 



14

Starting Grants
are designed to support excellent 

Principal Investigators at the career 
stage at which they are starting their 
own independent research team or 

programme.

(>2 and ≤7 years after 
PhD

prior to 1 January 2019
Cut-off dates:

PhD awarded from 1 January 2012 to

31 December 2016 (inclusive)) 

Advanced Grants
designed to support excellent 
Principal Investigators at the 

career stage at which they are 
already established research 

leaders with a recognized

track-record of 
significant research 

achievements in 
the last 10 years

Consolidator Grants
(>7 and ≤ 12 years after 

PhD
prior to 1 January 2019

Cut-off dates:
PhD awarded from 1 January 2007

to 31 December 2011 (inclusive)) 

5 types of grants / applicants

Proof‐of‐Concept bridging gap between research – earliest stage of marketable 
innovation lump sum of €150,000 for ERC grant holders

Synergy Grants– enable 2- 4 PI’s ( competitive track records as appropriate to their career 
stage) and their teams to bring together complementary skills, knowledge, and resources in 
new ways, in order to jointly address ambitious research problems.  
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Indicative Timetable – WP2019

September 2019/2020 ? September 2019/2020?
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StG - The Candidate
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The grant:
• up to a maximum of EUR 1 500 000 (5 years)
• Possibility of additional EUR 500 000 
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CoG– The Candidate
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The grant:
• up to a maximum of EUR 2 000 000 (5 years)
• Possibility of additional EUR 750 000 
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Advanced Grants – Profile /Recognised Track Record 

3

5

3

3
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No PhD needed!

Major contributions to lauch careers of outstanding researchers
Leadership in industrial innovation or design

The grant:
• up to a maximum of EUR 2 500 000 (5 years)
• Possibility of additional EUR 1 000 000 

10
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ERC – Synergy Grants - Profile

Groups applying for the ERC Synergy Grant must be made up of a minimum of two and a
maximum of four Principal Investigators and, as necessary, their teams.

One of the Principal Investigators must be designated as the Corresponding Principal
Investigator.

 Applications are expected from a group of innovative and active Principal Investigators
with competitive track records as appropriate to their career stage and each must present
as part of the proposal an early achievement track-record or a 10-year track-record
whichever is most appropriate for their career stage).

One of the Host Institutions can be a legal institution established outsider the EU or
Associated Countries
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The grant:
• up to a maximum of EUR 10 000 000 (6 years)
• Possibility of additional EUR 4 000 000 
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PoC

 Aim is to bring ERC -funded ideas to a pre-demonstration stage for potential:

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/authoring/public/Documents/180628_erc_poc_ncp_glasgow.pdf



25

Proposal Submission

 Administrative Proposal Submission form
Information on PI, host institution, budget
Including Ethics Review Table
Filled on line

 The Research Proposal, Parts B1 and B2
Uploaded and submitted PDF files

The minimum font size allowed is 11 points. The page size is A4 (with single line spacing). Side 
margins should be at least 20 mm and the bottom and top margins at least 15 mm

 Host Institution Binding Statement of Support

 Ethics review self-assessment (if applicable) and supporting documentation

registration on Funding and Tenders Portal needed! 
( Submission by the PI)

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/user-account-and-roles/ecas-login_en.htm
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ERC – Proposal – Part B1

Extended Synopsis: max. 5 pages
references do not count towards the page limits
Concise description of the scientific proposal; needs to show the ground-

breaking nature of the research project and its feasibility

Curriculum Vitae: max. 2 pages

 Funding ID: no page limits

 Track Record: max. 2 pages
Publications, prizes, awards, contributions to other’s careers, invited talks…

Showcase the innovative methodology and theory, the main question and 
research Questions

Show the components of the programme and how they contribute to the 
whole
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ERC – Proposal – Part B2

 Scientific Proposal: max. 15 pages
references do not count towards the page limit

• State of the art and objectives
• Methodology
• Resources ( including project costs)
• Ethics submitted as annex

Position the research programme in the field, state of art
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Evaluation - Panels
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https://erc.europa.eu/document-category/evaluation-panels



30

Evaluation – EXCELLENCE!!!
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Evaluation –Step 1

Source- GGPQ, info session Aveiro 21/07/2016

= Restrictions!
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Evaluation – Step 2

Source- GGPQ, info session Aveiro 21/07/2016

= Restrictions!

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/ERC-2016-AdG-results-sh.pdf

https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/ERC-2016-AdG-results-sh.pdf
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ERC  – Evaluation –Process - Syn

• Groundbreaking nature
• Synergetic aspects
• Ambition
• Feasibility
(research project)

• Intellectual capacity
• Creativity
• Commitment
(of the PIs)
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ERC  – Evaluation –Process – PoC

Single Step
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Restrictions to submission

Source- Information for Applicants to the Starting and Consolidator Grant 2019 Calls

Call Applied Can’t apply to
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Tips and Hints

Start working soon
( in good portuguese “não deixes para amanhã o que podes fazer hoje)

There are support structures that can help
( contact them…timely…!)

It takes time having a good proposal ( and it is a process!)
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Thank You & Contact Us!!!

Vice-Rector Research, Innovation and 3rd Cycle

Prof. Dr. Artur Silva -

Pro-Rector For Internationalization - jcoutinho@ua.pt

Research Support Office

Luísa Fernandes Sal - luisa.fernandes@ua.pt
Phone: (+351) 234370848, ext. 52113
Fax: (+351) 234370089

Tatiana Lima Costa - tatiana.costa@ua.pt
Phone: (+351) 234247190, ext. 22016
Fax: (+351) 234370089

Vera Fernandes - verafernandes@ua.pt
Phone: (+351) 234401571, ext. 22098
Fax: (+351) 234370089

artur.silva@ua.pt

mailto:jcoutinho@ua.pt
mailto:artur.silva@ua.pt
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Useful Links and Documents

European Research Council (ERC)
http://erc.europa.eu

To subscribe to ERC newsletter and news alerts
http://erc.europa.eu/keep-updated-erc

Participant Portal
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html

https://vimeo.com/117398570
https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/Info_for_Applicants_StG-CoG-
2018_draft_19072017_pre-publication.pdf

Disclaimer – This presentation is intended to give an overview of the available funding opportunities and how to apply for it . It is
not necessarily comphreensive. Please read the supporting documents provided by ERC at each call. 

http://erc.europa.eu/
http://erc.europa.eu/keep-updated-erc
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.html
https://vimeo.com/117398570
https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/Info_for_Applicants_StG-CoG-2018_draft_19072017_pre-publication.pdf

